TOWARDS THE FINAL CRISIS
accused the others of having conspired against it in the Balkans and
both in a sense were right, but in the situation which was now develop-
ing all alike would have considered themselves wanting in duty if
they had neglected any opportunity of strengthening their own side
and weakening that of their opponents. Poincare had been loud in
his complaints of the lack of candour with which he had been treated
by his Russian Ally, and he was at times in despair at the imprudence
and inconsequence of Russian policy, but to support Russia, when
she knew her mind, he considered absolutely essential to French
security, and in these months French diplomacy co-operated inti-
mately with Russian in the Near East. Thus the Alliance system
worked and was bound to work in the world of armed nations.
It must be acknowledged that the fears and misgivings of Austrian
statesmen were amply justified. They had failed to solve their internal
problems. Germans and Magyars lived uncomfortably together in
the Dual Monarchy, and the other races were seething with dis-
affection. Trialism, federalism, and all other solutions which might
have pacified the discontented, or mitigated coercion, had been blocked
by the dominant aristocracies; Parliamentary Government had
broken down in scenes of violence and uproar ; police and justice
were deeply discredited. Beyond all doubt, the victory of the Balkan
States and the emergence of Serbia as a new Power was a deadly
menace to this crumbling Empire. The victorious Serbs were at no
pains to conceal their ambitions, and to millions of the disaffected
within its borders their shouts of triumph were like the cries of an
army coming to relieve a beleaguered garrison.
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